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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Has it really only been half a term? There is so 

much to celebrate and tell you about that I thought 

we should have another newsletter! 
 

Thanksgiving Service for Church Schools 

Thank you to Mrs Coster and Ellen and Rosemary in 

Year 6, who represented the school at the Diocesan 

Service of Thanksgiving for Church Schools at St 

Edmunsbury Cathedral on Sunday 18th October. 

Each school entered parading their school banner,  

and we are incredibly grateful to Mrs Esterhuyse, 

who gave up so much of her own time and talent to 

produce this wonderful banner: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The girls were very proud to enter the cathedral 

with the banner and it will be coming with us to all 

of our church services now, as well as sporting    

occasions such as the athletics’ events where the 

teams parade around the track. 
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

A huge thank you to everyone who made cakes for 

our coffee morning or came along to support it,   

particularly the members of FoSGS who helped run 

it. We raised a fantastic £372! 

 

 

Children In Need and Education Exchange 

We will be doing something very special this year to 

raise money for Children In Need and Education   

Exchange, a local charity that supports the             

community in and around Wundanyi, a small rural 

town in southern Kenya.  
 

FoSGS have very kindly agreed to loan each pupil £1 

to invest into some materials and resources to help 

them try and make a profit. For example, they could 

buy some ingredients to make cakes, some nail    

varnish to paint nails or a sponge to clean cars. The 

children can also combine their resources with each 

other and reinvest their profit if they think they 

can make even more! On the day of Children In 

Need, the children should bring in any money that 

they have made and, once FoSGS have had their 

loans repaid, any profit will be split between      

Children In Need and Education Exchange. A letter 

will be sent out on Thursday of this week with more 

information and there will also be a special launch 

assembly that day too. 
 

Geography Week 

To support the children’s understanding of life in 

Kenya and our link with Education Exchange, the 

first week back after half term will be a special 

themed Geography Week. Classes will undertake a 

range of activities, including a drumming workshop 

and singing with a gospel choir! There will be a     

display of all of the work that the children do that 

week in the school hall from 2:30 p.m. on Friday 6th 

November, to which you are all warmly invited. 
 

Team Names Competitions 

The children have been organised into their new 

teams, which they will stay in for the rest of their 

time at St Gregory. However, we need more        

imaginative names for the teams than Blue, Red, 

Green and Yellow so we are running a competition 

for children to come up with new team names and 

maybe even logos for them too! School Council will 

shortlist the top three entries and then the whole 

school will vote for their favourite. A leaflet giving 

more information accompanies this newsletter. 



Staffing Changes 

We are very pleased to have appointed Matthew 

Kittle as our new deputy headteacher. Mr Kittle, 

who is an experienced senior leader from a school in 

Colchester,  will start at the school in January and 

teach in Ash class for two days a week.  
 

Mrs Bettis will begin her maternity leave in        

January. Maple class will therefore be taught by 

Mrs Welsh, who has previously been teaching in 

Nursery in the morning and Key Stage 1 in the     

afternoon. Nursery will now be taught by Mrs 

Quayle for four mornings a week and Mrs Bayazit 

for one morning a week until Mrs Williams returns 

from her maternity leave. 
 

I am sure you will join us in wishing Mrs Bettis and 

her family all the best in what will be a very        

exciting time for them - we look forward to the   

baby photos in the new year! 
 

Sporting Success 

This term 34 children represented the school at 

football. In the boys’ tournament at Ormiston, our 

A Team and B Team met in the semi-final before 

the A Team went on to qualify for the Area Finals, 

which take place at Colchester United’s training 

ground on Thursday 17th December - a fantastic 

achievement. 
 

Our girls’ A and B teams automatically qualified for 

the Area Finals at TGS. They also met in the semi-

final, with the A Team winning through before being 

narrowly defeated by Nayland in the final. 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along to watch the 

teams and cleaned kit afterwards! The children 

were a credit to St Gregory’s, with two of the boys 

in the B Team winning medals for sportsmanship,       

teamwork and perseverance - well done Sam and 

Rory! 
 

We will also be taking part in the following sporting 

events this term: 
 

Year 5 and 6 Tag Rugby - 10th November 

Year 5 and 6 Indoor Athletics - 24th November 

Year 5 and 6 Basketball - 8th December 
 

These will all be held at Ormiston from 2:00 pm - 

4:00 pm. 

 

 

 

Ukuleles 

Thanks to a very generous donation from the Girling 

and Upcher Trust, we have purchased a class set of 

ukuleles to support the children’s learning in music - 

look out for them in class assemblies and concerts 

soon! 
 

Games for Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club are always on the lookout for any 

unwanted, complete board games, puzzles with no 

missing pieces suitable for children aged 5-11 and 

children’s comics and magazines that are still in 

good condition for Breakfast Club. (although they  

already have lots of versions of Snakes and        

Ladders, Ludo and Connect 4. ) Table football games 

and magnetic dart boards would also be gratefully 

accepted. Thank you to anyone who is able to help 

Breakfast Club with this. 
 

Homework Club 

Homework Club is now open on Fridays. 
 

Lost Property 

Lost property is filling up with unnamed clothing. 

Please make sure that your child’s name is on their 

school clothing to help us return it to them if it is 

misplaced. 
 

Quiz Night 

Thank you to everyone who came to the FoSGS 

Quiz Night, which raised £299.43. 
 

Bags 2 School 

We will be sending out our Bags 2 School charity 

bags today. If you have any unwanted clothing, 

please put it in the bag and return it to school to 

help us raise money for school funds. 
 

Reminder 

School will be open as normal on Friday 23rd       

October. 

 

 

Have a wonderful half term! 

 

 

Best wishes, 
 

Daniel Woodrow 

Headteacher 


